12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and
your ki,ndred and your father’s house to the land that I will show
you. 2°And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”?

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from
Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go
to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6
Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the
oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your g}fspring
I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east."And there he built an altar to
the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

Abram and Sarai in Egypt

10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down
to Egypt to SQ]OUI‘“ there, for the famine was severe in the
land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his
wife, "I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12
and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.
Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are
my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that
my life may be spared for your sake.” 14'7 hen Abram entered
Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful.
15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her
to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16
And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep,
oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female
donkeys, and camels.
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7 Questions

@ Cross References

Recurring theme: God gives the divine
blessing. This is interesting to contrast
with the Tower of Babel a chapter before
as God clarifies that he alone will make

a people into a great nation, and the
blessing will not be limited to one people
group, but will extend to all nations and
peoples.

Father God, thank You for revealing
Yourself as the source of divine blessing,
and for Your promise since the very
beginning for complete restoration
offered to all peoples. Thank You for
how You work through broken people,
and an unworthy people, to demonstrate
that the fulfillment of Your promises
and salvation comes from You alone.
We recognize that we cannot attain true
glory and life apart from You.

Recurring Motif: Offspring

Why is his response to build an

altar? “Before the construction of the
tabernacle, God was not perceived as
ordinarily dwelling on the earth. These
altars are places where God can be
encountered in worship” (ESV Study
Bible 12:7).

Recurring Motif: sojourn

What does this say about Abram’s trust
in God?



17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great

CDplagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 So Pharaoh called @ L}Z‘;iiiii’éi"éiﬁg;‘iiﬁﬁ;?ﬁi‘;if“"“
Abram and said, “"What is this you have done to me? Why did S}elsacr:sgafr?trs’}’li(iigj\is;rtiﬁ;qégl(e)fll::lil;)ljﬁs
you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say,
‘She is my sister,” so that I took her for my wife? Now then,
here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men
orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife

and all that he had.
Abram and Lot Separate

13 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that
he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb.

2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.

3 And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the

place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel @ Recurring Motif: built an altar and called
and Ai, 4o the place where he had made an altar at the upon the name of the LORD:
first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 5

And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and

tents,6 so that the land could not support both of them dwelling

together; for their possessions were so great that they could not

dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of

Abram'’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. At that

time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land.

8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you

and me, and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for

we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Separate @ i%iﬁfiﬁifﬂiﬁfjﬁfﬁ;ﬁfrde“Ofthe
yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the

right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” Z Why does the author try to make us look
10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley O ot o by fervardtothe
was well watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like

the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before o

the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11@50 Lot chose @ v}vlﬁﬁvfbizg’geasmnpmcessmntramd
for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus

they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land

of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and

moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom

were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.
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14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from
him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are,
northward and southward and eastward and westward, 15 for
all the Iand, that you see I will give to you and to your offspring
forever. 1601 will make your offspring as the dust of the earth,
so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring
also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length and the
breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” @18 So Abram
moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre,
which are at Hebron,CDand there he built an altar to the LORD.

Abram Rescues Lot

14 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2
these kings made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined
forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve
years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year
they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim in
Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-
kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far
as El-paran on the border of the wilderness. 7 Then they turned
back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and defeated all
the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were
dwelling in Hazazon-tamar.

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of
Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)
went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 with
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king
of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10
Now the Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and
the rest fled to the hill country. 11 So the enemy took all the
possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions,
and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram'’s
brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and
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Simile for Abram’s offspring: as the dust
of the earth. How would this delight
Abram, and encourage the original
audience?

Thank you for Your great Love, Lord.
For how you so lovingly include us in
Your plan of redemption. Thank You
for revealing Your heart in the way
You have Abram stop and marvel at
Your provision and Your promise to
redeem the world through his line.
You are unlike any other. So gracious,
compassionate, and giving.



went their way.

13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew,
who was living by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram.14 When Abram
heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth
his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in
pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them
by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and pursued
them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought back
all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with
his possessions, and the women and the people.

Abram Blessed by Meilchizedek
17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the

kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet
him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the Kln ‘s Valley). 18 And

O®Melchizedek king of Salem rought out bread and wine. (He

was priest of God Most High.)19 And he blessed him and said,

[

“Blessed be Abram by God Most Highc,)

Possessor of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,

who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
?
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king
of Sodom said to Abram, “"Give me the persons, but take the
goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, *
have lifted my hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal
strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have
made Abram rich.”@ 24 I will take nothing but what the young
men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me.
Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”

God’s Covenant with Abram

15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision: “Fear not Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be
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What does Melchizedek mean? Where
did he come from all of a sudden? How
would he even know about God Most
High, especially knowing that Israel’s
priesthood comes from the line of
Abraham? Melchizedek means “king
of righteousness” (ESV Study Bible
footnote).

Hebrews 6:19 - 7:2

We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters
into the inner place behind the
curtain,20 where Jesus has gone as

a forerunner on our behalf, having
become a high priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek.

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem,
priest of the Most High God, met
Abraham returning from the slaughter
of the kings and blessed him, and to
him Abraham apportioned a tenth part
of everything. He is first, by translation
of his name, king of righteousness, and
then he is also king of Salem, that is,
king of peace.

What is Salem? “Salem is possibly a
shortened version of Jerusalem’ and is
related to shalom, the Hebrew word for
‘peace” (ESV Study Bible 14:17).

(*) Luke 14: 19-20

And he took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me” 20 And likewise the cup after
they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is
poured out for you is the new covenant
in my blood”

God Most High: Another name
attributed to God.

Why would Abram give God a tenth of
everything — what does that signify?

Father God, I recognize that You

are God Most High, the creator and
sustainer and owner of all things,
sovereign over all things. Please help

me to remember that always, in regard
to my accomplishments and successes,
and especially with regard to the things I
tend to hold onto as my own, or find my
identity in. Thank You, for the order of
Melchizedek, for Jesus. Thank You, God,
that the very salvation we have secured
is accomplished by You and not out of
our own effort or means.

What does God reveal about himself as
he introduces a covenant that will reflect
his love throughout the rest of the gospel
narrative? Why would God clarify that
he is Abram’s shield, and his reward shall
be very great?



very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?”3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”
4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.”
CD5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to nu%wEer them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 /And he believed the
LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
©,
7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from
Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he
said, “O Lord GOD, how7am I to know that I shall possess it?”
9 He said to him, “"Bring"me a heifer three years old, a female
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and
a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in
half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut
the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And
behold, dreadful and great darkness fe%upon him. 13 Then the
LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants
there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14
But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in
a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a
@smoking f'(ié'e pot and a flaming torch passed between these
pieces. 18 0n thaF day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the
Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the
Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

23

Another simile for Abram’s offspring:
the stars

What does it mean, “and he counted it to
him as righteousness”?

Romans 4:16-25

That is why it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring...But
the words “it was counted to him” were
not written for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be counted to us who
believe in him who raised from the dead
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

Motif: “I am the God who brought you
out from..”

What's with cutting the animals in half?

Why would God go through so much
trouble for Abram to “know for certain”
the events that will take place in relation
to his unconditional covenant? What
does his willingness to share and invite
Abram in reveal about God?

What does the smoking firepot and
flaming torch signify? “These are taken
to be symbolic of God’s presence, which
is often associated with fire” (ESV Study
Bible 15:17).

This covenant “is introduced using a
Hebrew idiom that literally means ‘to
cut a covenant” and God makes his
covenant unconditional (ESV Study
Bible 15:18-21). What would this
communicate to the original audience
who struggles to keep the covenant?



Sarai and Hagar

16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She
had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And
Sarai said to Abram, “"Behold now, the LORD has prevented me
from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I
shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice
of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of
Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And
he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that
she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress.
5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on
you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw
that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May
the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to
Sarai, “"Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you
please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from
her.

7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the
wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar,
servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you
going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The l heme: Divine Blessing thi tme given
angel of the LORD said to her, “"Return to your mistress and O in relation to Ishmael.
submit to her.” 10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, "I will
CDsurer multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered
for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her,

“Beh0|d, you are pregnant @ What does Ishmael mean? “Ishmael
. means ‘God hears” (ESV Study Bible
and shall bear a son. . 1611)
You shall call his name Ishmael,

. because the LORD has listened to your affliction. @

~12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, -
his hand against everyone
and everyone’s hand against him,

and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”

How is this a blessing?

Motif: spring/ well of water; important

13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You @ meetings repeatedly take place at wells
are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Tll‘uly here I have seen him O
X x*

John 4 — The Samaritan woman meets
Jesus.

who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was called
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?

Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered.

15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of
his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six
years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.?

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared
to Abram and said to him, "I am GQod Almighty; walk before
me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then
Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my
covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a m%jltitude
of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of
a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful,
and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from
you. 7 Ang I will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring
after you. 8 And I willlgive to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for
an everlasting possession, and I will be their God@’

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my
covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their
generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep,
between me and y0l’.l and your offspring after you: Every male
among you shall be*¢circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised
in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old
among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your
generations, whether born in your house or bought with your
money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both
he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your
money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in
your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male
who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut
off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”
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What does “Beer-lahai-roi” mean? It
means “well of the Living One Who Sees
Me” (ESV Study Bible 16:14).

What does God reveal about himself
through this encounter with Hagar?
What does this reveal about his heart
towards her, and people in general?

Recurring Motifs associated with the
theme of divine blessing: God Almighty;
walk before me; blameless; multiply;
covenant; multitude of nations.

What does Abraham mean? It means
“father of a multitude” (ESV Study Bible
17:4-5).

Recurring Motif: I will be their God.



Isaac’s Birth Promised
@

15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I
will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peopl S shall
come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed
and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is
a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old,
bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “"Oh that Ishmael
might live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sara%your wife
shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting cov'enant for
his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you;
behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and
multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I
will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my
covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time
next year.” @

22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from
Abraham. 23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those
born in his house or bought with his money, every male among
the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of
their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham
was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh
of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That
very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised.27
And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with
him.

18??And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he
sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up
his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in
front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to
meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord,
if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant.
4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
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What is significant about the change
in names? Both forms of Sarah’s name
mean “princess.” So why the change?

Motif in this story: laughed.

What does Isaac mean? It means “he
laughs” (ESV Study Bible 17:19).

Father God, thank You for revealing
Your heart towards Hagar and Ishmael
and the nations as You demonstrate
Your love in contrast to the abuse and
neglect inflicted on them by Abraham
and Sarah. Thank You for how You
clarify that Your desire is to bless them
also, that You see them, but You do not
confuse Your people as You make it clear
that the eternal covenant is established
through Isaac’s line. A covenant that is
also offered to Hagar and Ishmael, and
all of the nations. You are so good, and
so loving. We praise You!

Who are the men? “If the spelling in

the Hebrew is correct — and there is

no reason to doubt it — then Abraham
recognizes that one of his visitors is a
divine manifestation [of the Lord]” (ESV
Study Bible 18:3).



yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel of bread,
that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass
on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do
as you have said.”6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to
Sarah and said, “"Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and
make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it
quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under
the tree while they ate.

9 They said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said,
“She is in the tent.” 10 The LORD said, “I will surely return
to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall
have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind
him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years.
The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah
@Iaughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord
is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham,
“"Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? 2 At the
appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year,
and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying,
“I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did
laugh.”

16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down
toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set them on
their way. 17 The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what
I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become
a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may
command his children and his household after him to keep the
way of the LORD by®doing righteousness and justice, so that
the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”
20 Then the LORD said, “"Because the outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go
down to see whether they have done altogether according to
the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”
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Thank You, God, that nothing is too
hard for You.

God decides to let Abraham in on
what he is going to do because he

will “command his children and his
household after him to keep the way

of the LORD by doing righteousness
and justice” The following story reveals
God’s righteousness and defines his
justice alongside his mercy through his
judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah,
and his mercy extended towards Lot and
his family.



Abraham Intercedes for Sodom

22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but

Abraham still stood7before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham drew @ g?swpiit:gr;ham’squestionansweredby

near and said, “"Will"'you indeed sweep away the righteous with

the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the

city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for

the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do

such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so

that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! @ How does this passage define God’s
Dshall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the &/ et

LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will

spare the whole place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered and said, "Behold, I have undertaken to
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose
five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole
city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find
forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him and said, “"Suppose
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I
will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry,
and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered,
"I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “"Behold, I
have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not
destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “"Oh let not the Lord be angry, and
I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33
And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

God Rescues Lot

! . . @ Does this infer that the three men in
19 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot -/ chapter 18 were two angels and the
! Lord?
was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose
to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2
. w . , l Parallels between Abraham and Lot’s
and said, "My lords, please turn aside to your servant’s house . responses to their visitors. Their
. . f “th f
and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up hospitality” (ESV Study Bibls 181
early and go on your way.” They said, “No; we will spend the 19:29).

night in the town square.” 3 But he pressed them strongly; so
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they turned aside to him] and entered his house. And he made
them a feast and baked uUnleavened bread, and they ate.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man,
surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, "Where are the
men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we
may know them.” 6 Lot went out to the men at the entrance,
shut the door after him, 7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers,
do not act so wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daughters who
have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and
do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for
they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said,
“Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn, and
he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than
with them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and
drew near to break the door down. 10 But the men reached out
their hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut
the door. 11 And they struck with blindness the men who were
at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they
wore themselves out groping for the door.

12 Then the men said to Lot, "Have you anyone else here?
Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city,
bring them out of the place. 13 For we are about to destroy
this place, because the outcry against its people has become
great before the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy
it.” 14 So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to
marry his daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD
is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law
to be jesting.

15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be
swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he lingered.
So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by
the hand, thg LORD being merciful to him, and they brought
him out and set him outside the city. 17 And as they brought
them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or
stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be
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Motif: Unleavened bread is made in
haste in relation to judgment.

Recurring Motif: the LORD being
merciful to him.



swept away.” 18 And Lot said to them, “"Oh, no, my lords. 19
Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you
have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot
escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20
Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one.
Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be
saved!” 21 He said to him, “"Behold, I grant you this favor also,
that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22
Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.”
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

God Destroys Sodom

23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24
Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire
from the LORD out of heaven. 25 And he overthrew those cities,
and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what
grew on the ground. 26 But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back,
and she became a pillar of salt.

27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where
he had stood before the LORD.28 And he looked down toward
Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and
he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the
smoke of a furnace.

wrath upon sin, his mercy, and his

God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the ' judgment?
overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived. Father, thank You for revealing Your

@ @ justice in the way You deal with sin,

> . ,
029 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, @ What does this story reveal about Gods

coupled with Your mercy. Help us not

Lot and His Dau g hters to project our fallen understanding of

justice onto You, but may the truth of
who You are in Your great love, justice,
and mercy transform our hearts to know

CD30 Now Lot went up out of Zoar and lived in the hills with his You more. Cultivate in us a heart of
two daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in orship Jesus
a cave with his two daughters. 31 And the firstborn said to the @ Parallel: Fow does this story of
younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to : Esagﬁn:fﬁﬁfggfffdmgSmpmnel
come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32 Come, let us
make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we
may preserve offspring from our father.” 33 So they made their
father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay
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with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when
she arose.

34 The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “"Behold,
I lay last night with my father. Let us make him drink wine
tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may
preserve offspring from our father.” 35 So they made their
father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and
lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when
she arose.36 Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant
by their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son and called his name
Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 The
younger also bore a son and called his nhame Ben-ammi. He is
the father of the Ammonites to this day.

Abraham and Abimelech

20 From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the
Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned
in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my
sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But
God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him,
“Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom
you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 4 Now Abimelech had
not approached her. So he said, “Lord,@will you kill an innocent
people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And
she herself said, ‘He is my brother.” In the integrity of my heart
and the innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 Then God
said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this
in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from
sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7
Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that
he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return
her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his
servants and told them all these things. And the men were
very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said
to him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned
against you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom
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Another question put before God in
regard to his justice: “Lord, will you kill
an innocent people?” How is it answered
here?

Recurring Motif: prophet



a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be
done.”10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “"What did you see,
that you did this thing?” 11 Abraham said, "I did it because I
thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they
will kill me because of my wife.” 12 Besides, she is indeed my
sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of
my mother, and she became my wife. 13 And when God caused
me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her, 'This is the
kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come,
say of me, “He is my brother.””” ®

14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants
and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and returned
Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelech said, “"Behold, my land
is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he said,
“Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver.
It is a sign of your innocence in the eyes of allwho are with you,
and before everyone you are vindicated.” 17 Then Abraham
prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed
his wife and female slaves so that they bore children.18 For
the LORD had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech
because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.@

The Birth of Isaac

21@The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did
to Sarah as he had promised.2 And Sarah conceived and bore
Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was
,born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham
“circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as
God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old
when his so?DIsaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “"God
has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
over me.” 7 And she said, "Who would have said to Abraham
that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in
his old age.”
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What can be concluded about Abraham’s
measures of self-protection?

Lord God, I praise you for how You
graciously continue to work alongside
Your people and include us in Your
Story and plan for redemption. For how
You continuously reveal Yourself. For
Your justice and mercy. Please shed
light on the areas in my life where I rely
more on self-protection and fail to trust
you. I praise you for Your grace in my
unfaithfulness. All glory be given to You,
Jesus.

Hebrews 11:11

By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the
age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised.



God Protects Hagar and Ishmael

8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made
a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah
saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to
Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this
slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman
shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11 And the thing was very
displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said
to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the boy and because
of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah say Lto you, do as she
tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13
And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also,
because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in
the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, a!ong with the child, and sent
her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness
of Beersheba.

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under
one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite
him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she
said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she
sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And
God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar?
Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.
18 Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast With your hand, for I
will make him into a great nation.” 19 Then God opened her
eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled
the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God was
with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in the wilderness and
became an expert with the bow.21 He lived in the wilderness
of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of
Egypt. @

A Treaty with Abimelech

22 At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his
army said to Abraham, “God is with you in all that you do. 23
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Recurring Motif: wandered in the
wilderness.

Thank You, again Father, for revealing
Your heart towards us as You are a God
who hears, who offers peace, and You
provide for us that we may drink of Your
provision and abundance. You are so
good, and so loving.



Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal
falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity,
but as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me
and with the land where you have sojourned.” 24 And Abraham
said, "I will swear.”
©,

25 When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water
that Abimelech’s servants had seized, 26 Abimelech said, “I do
not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I
have not heard of it until today.” 27 So Abraham took sheep and
oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a
covenant. 28 Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock apart.
29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “"What is the meaning of
these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart?” 30 He said,
“These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, that this
may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 31 Therefore
that place was called Beersheba, because there both of them
swore an oath. 32 So they made a covenant at Beersheba.
Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army rose up
and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33 Abraham planted
a tamarisk tree@in Beersheba and called there on the name of
the LORD, the Everlasting God. 34 And Abraham sojourned
many days in the land of the Philistines.

The Sacrifice of Isaac

2
22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, "Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early
in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God
had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes
and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young
men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over
there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both
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The Everlasting God: Another name
attributed to God.

What does this mean, God tested
Abraham?

Recurring Motif: On the third day



of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My
father!” And he said, "Here I am, my son.” He said, “"Behold, the
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 Abraham said, “God WI|| provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood.10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife
to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to
him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!” And he said,
“HereI am.” 12 He §aid, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him
was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead
of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The
LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of
the LORD it shall be provided.”

(0]

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time
from heaven 16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, declares
the LORD, because you have qone this and have not withheld
your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess
the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my
voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they
arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at
Beersheba.@
)

20 Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold,
Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz
his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22
Chesed, lazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 (Bethuel
fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham'’s
brother. 24 Moreover, his concubine, whose name was Reumah,
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John 1:29

The next day he saw Jesus coming
toward him, and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!

How does, “God will provide for himself
the lamb for a burnt offering” speak of
Jesus?

Does the fear of God sound positive or
negative in this context?

What does this theme in the story, “The
LORD will provide,” reveal about the
nature, or means of salvation? How is
this a foreshadowing?

Theme: divine blessing.

What are the implications of this story
to the original audience? “The passage
conveys two truths to its original
audience: (1) It shows the kind of faith
Abraham had, and commends it for
Israel; and (2) it shows that ‘substitution’
is part of the ‘atoning sacrifices’ that God
will direct Israel to offer” (ESV Study
Bible 22:1-19).

Genealogies once again mark the
transition in the story

Foreshadowing: making note of
Rebekah.



bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. @
Sarah’s Death and Burial

23 Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of
Sarah. 2 And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the
land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to
weep for her. 3 And Abraham rose up from before his dead and
said to the Hittites, 4 "I am a Journer and foreigner among
you; give me property among you for a burying place, that I
may bury my dead out of my sight.” 5 The Hittites answered
Abraham, 6 “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among
us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will
withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your
dead.”7 Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people
of the land. 8 And he said to them, “If you are willing that I
should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and entreat for
me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9 that he may give me the cave of
Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the
full price let him give it to me in your presence as property for
a burying place.”

10 Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the
Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all
who went in at the gate of his city, 11 “"No, my lord, hear me:
I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the
sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.”
12 Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land.13
And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land,
“But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it
from me, that I may bury my dead there.” 14 Ephron answered
Abraham, 15 "My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four
hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and me?
Bury your dead.” 16 Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham
weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in the
hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according
to the weights current among the merchants.

17 So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east
of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all the trees
that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made
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Thank You that You are a God who
provides for our salvation!

Hebrews 11:9-10

By faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he

was looking forward to the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder
is God.

1 Peter 2:11
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and
exiles...



over 18 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the
Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city.@19 After
this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field
of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of
Canaan. 20 The field and the cave that is in it were made over
to Abraham as property for a burying place by the Hittites.

Isaac and Rebekah

24 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the
LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And Abraham said
to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of
all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh, 3 that I may
make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and God
of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but will go
to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son
Isaac.” 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not
be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take your son
back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham said to him,
“See to it that you do not take my son back there.7 The LORD,
the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and
from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore
to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land,” he will send his
angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from
there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you
will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my
son back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh
of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter.

10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed,
taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master; and he arose and
went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor. 11 And he made the
camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at the
time of evening, the time when women go out to draw water.
12 And he said, "O LORD, God of m ’ Taster Abraham, please
grant me success today and show steanast one to my master
Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing by the spring of water,
and the dagghters of the men of the city are coming out to draw
water. 14 Lét the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let
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What is significant about Abraham’s
purchase of this land?

A description of God: “The God of
heaven and God of the earth,” and it
takes us back to page 1 of Genesis.

Recurring Motif: he will send his angel
before you.

Recurring Motif: steadfast love

Psalm 136

What characteristics is the servant
looking for in a woman for Isaac? “The
conditions set by the servant reveal that
he is seeking a wife who has a generous
and caring disposition similar to that
of God, who shows steadfast love to
Abraham” (ESV Study Bible 24:12-14).



down your jar that I may drink,” and who shall say, ‘Drink, and
I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have
appointed for your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you
have shown steadfast love to my master.”

15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was
born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham'’s
brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder.16 The
young woman was very attractive in appearance, a maiden
whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and
filled her jar and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to meet
her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your
jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down
her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had
finished giving him a drink, she said, I will draw water for your
camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly
emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to
draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21 The man gazed
at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his
journey or not.

22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold
ring weighing a half shekel, and two bracelets for her arms
weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Please tell me whose
daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us
to spend the night?” 24 She said to him, "I am the daughter
of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She
added, “"We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to
spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his head and worshiped
the LORD 27 and said, “Ble@ssed be the LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love and
his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the LORD has led
me in the way to the house of my master’s kinsmen.”28 Then
the young woman ran and told her mother’s household about
these things.

29 Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran
out toward the man, to the spring. 30 As soon as he saw the ring
and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of
Rebekah his sister, “"Thus the man spoke to me,” he went to the
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Thank You, Father, for revealing Your
steadfast love and provision once again
through this story. Help us to remember
and recognize the way You love us and
provide for us each day.



man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring.
31 He said, "Come in, O blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand
outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the
camels.” 32 So the man came to the house and unharnessed
the camels, and gave straw and fodder to the camels, and there
was water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were
with him. 33 Then food was set before him to eat. But he said,
“I will not eat until I have said what I have to say.” He said,
“Speak on.”

34 So he said, "I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has greatly
blessed my master, and he has become great. He has given him
flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and female
servants, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife
bore a son to my master when she was old, and to him he has
given all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying,
‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, in whose land I dwell, 38 but you shall go to my
father’s house and to my clan and take a wife for my son.” 39 1
said to my master, ‘Per'haps the woman will not follow me.” 40
But he said to me, ‘'The LORD, before whom I have walked,
will send his angel with you and prosper your way. You
shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my father’s
house. 41 Then you will be free from my oath, when you come
to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free
from my oath.

42 "1 came today to the spring and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, if now you are prospering the way that I go,
43 behold, I am standing by the spring of water. Let the virgin
who comes out to draw water, to whom I shall say, “Please give
me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to
me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also,” let her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah
came out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went
down to the spring and drew water. I said to her, ‘Please let
me drink.” 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder
and said, 'Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.” So I
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drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47 Then I asked her,
‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel,
Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her
nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head
and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD, the God of my
master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the
daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son.49 Now then, if
you are going to show steadfast love and faithfulness to my
master, tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right
hand or to the left.”

50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, "The thing has
come from the LORD; we cannot speak to you bad or good. 51
Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be
the wife of your master’s son, as the LORD has spoken.”

52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself
to the earth before the LORD. 53 And the servant brought out
jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to
Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly
ornaments. 54 And he and the men who were with him ate and
drank, and they spent the night there. When they arose in the
morning, he said, “"Send me away to my master.” 55 Her brother
and her mother said, “Let the young woman remain with us a
while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56 But he said
to them, “"Do not delay me, since the LORD has prospered my
way. Send me away that I may go to my master.” 57 They said,
“Let us call the young woman and ask her.” 58 And they called
Rebekah and said to her, “"Will you go with this man?” She said,
“I will go.” 59 So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her
nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed

Rebekah and said to her,
@ How does the blessing over Rebekah

echo the promise to Abraham?
@“Our sister, may you become
thousands of ten thousands,
and may your offspring possess
the gate of those who hate him!”

61 Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the
camels and followed the man. Thus the servant took Rebekah
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and went his way.
|

62 Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was
dwelling in the Negeb. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in
the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and
behold, there were camels coming. 64 And Rebekah lifted up
her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the
camel 65 and said to the servant, "Who is that man, walking in
the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So
she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the servant told
Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought
her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and
she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted
after his mother’s death. 9@

Abraham'’s Death and His Descendants

25 Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She
bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were
Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4 The sons of Midian were
Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the
children of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. 6 But
to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he
was still living he sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward
to the east country.

7 These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years.
8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old
man and full of years, and was gathered to his people.9 Isaac
and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in
the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre,
10 the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There
Abraham was buried, with Sarah his wife. 11@After the death
of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at
Beer-lahai-roi.

12 These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, whom
Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore to Abraham. 13
These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the
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order of their birth: Nebaioth, the firstborn of Ishmael; and
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadad,
Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 16 These are the sons of
Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by
their encampments, twelve princes according to their tribes.
17 (These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He
breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people.) 18
They settled from Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in
the direction of Assyria. He settled over against all his kinsmen.

section.

The Birth of Esau and Jacob @ Generations: Introduction to next
! 19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham
fathered Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he took
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram,
the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21 ,'And Isaac @ ?ﬁgtfizﬁfonﬂictbetweenbrothersafter
prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And
the LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. What does the interaction between God
0, . o o w @ and Rebekah reveal about God and his
22 The children struggled together within h7er, and she said, “If continued persistence in including his
it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire people, answering their questions and
of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

and two peoples from within you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,

the older shall serve the younger.”

@ What does Jacob’s name mean? “The
24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there name Jacob not only resembles the

Hebrew connotation for ‘heel’ but also

were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body has the connotation for ‘deceiver’ (ESV
. . . Study Bible 25:26). Deception is a theme
like a hairy cloak, so they called his hame Esau. 26 Afterward in this story.

his brother came out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his 7] So they had to wait 20 years for Rebekah
! G . to conceive? Why would God have each
name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore

couple wait so long on their children of

th em. promise?

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man

of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 7} Motif: favoritism
Ulsaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved

Jacob.

Esau Sells His Birthright
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29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the
field, and he was exhausted.30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me
eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his
name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright
now.” 32 Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright
to me?” 33 Jacob said, "Swear to me now.” So he swore to him
and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread
and Ienti7l stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

God’s Promise to Isaac

26 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former
famine that was in the days of Abraham' And Isaac went to Gerar
to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 And the LORD appeared
to him and said, “"Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land
of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be
with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring
I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I
swore to Abraham your father. 4 T will multiply your offspring
as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these
lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

Isaac and Abimelech
|

6 So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7 When the men of the place asked
him about his wife, he said, “"She is my sister,” for he feared to
say, "My wife,” thinking, “lest the men of the place should kill me
because of Rebekah,” because she was attractive in appearance.
8 When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the
Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac laughing with
Rebekah his wife. 9 So Abimelech called Isaac and said, “"Behold,
she is your wife. How then could you say, ‘She is my sister’?”
Isaac said to him, “Because I thought, ‘Lest I die because of
her.” 10 Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us?
One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and you
would have brought guilt upon us.”11 So Abimelech warned all
the people, saying, "“Whoever touches this man or his wife shall
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measure of self-protection.



surely be put to death.”

12 And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a
hundredfold. The LORD blessed him, 13 and the man becamerich,
and gained more and more until he became very wealthy.14 He
had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that
the Philistines envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had stopped
and filled with earth all the wells that his father’s servants had
dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16 And Abimelech said
to Isaac, "Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.”

17 So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley
of Gerar and settled there.18 And Isaac dug again the wells
of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father,
which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham.
And he gave them the names that his father had given them.
19 But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there
a well of spring water, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with
Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “"The water is ours.” So he called the
name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. 21
Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also,
so he called its name Sitnah. 22 And he moved from there and
dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called
its name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”

23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24'And the LORD
appeared to him the same night and said, "I am the God of
Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless
you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham'’s
sake.” 25 So he built an altar there and called upon the
name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there
Isaac’s servants dug a well.?

26 When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his
adviser and Phicol the commander of his army, 27 Isaac said to
them, "Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and
have sent me away from you?” 28 They said, "We see plainly
that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a
sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let us make
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Father God, thank You that You are our
faithful covenant keeper, that with You,
we are told not to fear. Thank you for
how You desire to dwell among Your
people, for how You are our provider
and true source of life. Help me to
receive the peace, life and security that is
found in You alone.



a covenant with you, 29 that you will do us no harm, just as we
have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good
and have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed
of the LORD.” 30 So he made them a feast, and they ate and
drank. 31 In the morning they rose early and exchanged oaths.
And Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed from him
in peace. 32 That same day Isaac’s servants came and tol@d him
about the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have
found water.” 33 He called it Shibah; therefore the name of the
city is Beersheba to this day.

34 When Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter
of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter
of Elon the Hittite, 35 and they made life bitter for Isaac and
Rebekah.

Isaac Blesses Jacob

27 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could
not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, "My son”;
and he answered, “"Here I am.” 2 He said, "Behold, I am old; I do
not know the day of my death. 3 Now then, take your weapons,
your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game
for me, 4 and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and
bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you
before I die.”

5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau.
So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6
Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "I heard your father speak to your
brother Esau, 7 '‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious
food, that I may eat it and bless you before the LORD before
I die.” 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice as I command
you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so
that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father,
such as he loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat,
so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to
Rebekah his mother, “Behold,@my brother Esau is a hairy man,
and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and
I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse upon myself
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and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let your curse
be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to
me."

14 So he went and took them and brought them to his mother,
and his mother prepared delicious food, such as his father loved.
15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son,
which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her
younger son. 16 And the skins of the young goats she put on his
hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 And she put the
delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the
hand of her son Jacob.

18 So he went in to his father and said, "My father.” And he said,
“Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, "I
am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up
and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 20 But Isaac
said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?” He answered, “"Because the LORD your God granted me
success.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that
I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son
Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt
him and said, “"The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the
hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, because his
hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands. So he blessed
him. 24 He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, "I
am.”25 Then he said, “Bring it near to me, that I may eat of my
son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he
ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.

26 Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near and kiss me,
my son.” 27 So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled
the smell of his garments and blessed him and said,

“See, the smell of my son

is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed!
28 May God give you of the dew of heaven

and of the fatness of the earth

and plenty of grain and wine.
29 Let peoples serve you,
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and nations bow down to you.
Be lord over your brothers,

and may your mother’s sons bow down to you.
Cursed be everyone who curses you,

and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob
had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father,
Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also prepared
delicious food and brought it to his father. And he said to his
father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that you
may bless me.” 32 His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”
He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33 Then
Isaac trembled very violently and said, "Who was it then that
hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you
came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34
As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with
an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless
me, even me also, O my father!” 35 But he said, “Your brother
came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” 36 Esau
said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me
these two times. He took away my birthright, and behold, now
he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “"Have you not
reserved a blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered and said to Esau,
“Behold, I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I
have given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I have
sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38 Esau
said to his father, "Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless
me, even me also, O my father.” And Esau lifted up his voice and
wept.

39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

“Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling
be,
and away from the dew of heaven on high.
40 By your sword you shall live,
and you shall serve your brother;
“but when you grow restless
you shall break his yoke from your neck.”
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41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which
his father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself, "The days
of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my
brother Jacob.” 42 But the words of Esau her older son were told
to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and
said to him, “"Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about
you by planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my
voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44 and stay with
him a while, until your brother’s fury turns away— 45 until your
brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you
have done to him. Then I will send and bring you from there.
Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?”

46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, "I loathe my life because of the
Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the Hittite women like
these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be
to me?” @

Jacob Sent to Laban

28 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him,
“You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2 Arise,
go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father,
and take as your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban
your mother’s brother. 3 ng Almighty bless you and make
you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company
of peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of Abraham to you and to
your offspring with you, that you may take possession of the
land of your sojournings that God gave to Abraham!” 5 Thus
Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban,
the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s
and Esau’s mother.

Esau Marries an Ishmaelite

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him
away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and that as he
blessed him he directed him, “You must not take a wife from the
Canaanite women,” 7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and
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his mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8 So when Esau saw that
the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau
went to Ishmael and took as his wife, besides the wives he had,
Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of
Nebaioth.

Jacob’s Dream

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he
came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he’ ut it
under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 'ntj he
dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels
of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold,
the LORD stood above it and said, “I®am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad
to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south,
and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth
be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever
you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave
you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place,
and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put
under his head and set it up for a pillar and pou7ed oil on the
top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the
name of the 7ity was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that
I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so
that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD
shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up f' ra
pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will
give a full tenth to you.”
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Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

29 Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the
people of the east. 2 As he looked, he saw a well in the field,
and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that
well the flocks were watered. The stone on the well’s mouth
was large, 3 and when all the flocks were gathered there, the
shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and
water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the
mouth of the well.

4 Jacob said to them, "My brothers, where do you come from?”
They said, “We are from Haran.” 5 He said to them, “Do you
know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, "We know him.” 6 He
said to them, “Is it well with him?” They said, “It is well; and
see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep!” 7 He said,
“Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to
be gathered together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them.”
8 But they said, “"We cannot until all the flocks are gathered
together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the well;
then we water the sheep.”

"9 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her
father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10 Now as soon as
Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother,
and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, Jacob came near
and rolled the stone from the well’'s mouth and watered the flock
of Laban his mother’s brother. 11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel and
wept aloud. 12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s
kinsman, and that he was Rebekah’s son, and she ran and told
her father.

13 As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s
son, he ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed him and
brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, 14
and Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh!”
And he stayed with him a month.

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “"Because you are my kinsman,
should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall
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your wages be?” 16 Now Laban had two daughters. The name
of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and
appearance. 18 Jacob loved Rachel. And he said, “I will serve
you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19 Laban
said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should
give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob served
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days
because of the love he had for her.

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may
go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22 So Laban gathered
together all the people of the place and made a feast.23 But
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to
Jacob, and he went in to her. 24 (Laban gave his female servant
Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) 25 And in the
morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "“What is
this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel?

@Why then have you deceived me?” 26 Laban said, “It is not so
done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.
27 Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the
other also in return for serving me another seven years.”28
Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him
his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29 (Laban gave his female
servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.)30 So
Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than
Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.

Jacob’s Children
)

31 When the LORD saw'that Leah was hated, he opened her
womb, but Rachel was barren. 32 And Leah conceived and
bore a son, and she called his name Rteben, for she said,
“Because the LORD has looked upon my affliction; for now my
husband will love me.” 33 She conceived again and bore a son,
and said, “"Because the LORD has heard that I am hat'ed, he
has given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon.
34 Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, “"Now this
time my husband will be attached to me, because I have borne
him three sons.” Therefore his name was called L‘gvi. 35 And
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she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will
praise the LORD.” Therefore she called his name Judah. Then
she ceased bearing.

30 When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied
her sister. She said to Jacob, “"Give me children, or I shall die!”

@2 Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, “Am I
in the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the
womb?” 3 Then she said, “"Here is my servant Bilhah; go in to
her, so that she may give birth on my behalf, that even I may
have children through her.” 4 So she gave him her servant Bilhah
as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5 And Bilhah conceived and
bore Jacob a son. 6 Then Rachel said, "God has judged me, and
has also heard my'voice and given me a son.” Therefore she
called his name Dan. 7 Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again
and bore Jacob a second son.8 Then Rachel said, "With mighty
wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed.”
So she called his name Naphtali.(D

9 When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she
took her servant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10
Then Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11 And Le'ah
said, “"Good fortune has come!” so she called his name Gad.
12 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13 And Leah
said, "Happy am I! For women have called me happy.” So she
called his name Asher@

14 In the days of wheat harvest Reuben went and found
mandrakes in the field and brought them to his mother Leah.
Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s
mandrakes.” 15 But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that
you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my
son’s mandrakes also?” Rachel said, "Then he may lie with you
tonight in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.” 16 When Jacob
came from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him
and said, “You must come in to me, for I have hired you with
my son’s mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night. 17 And God
listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son.
18 Leah said, "God has given me my wages because I gave my
servant to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar.@
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Judah means “praise”

How do Jacob and Rachel’s responses
parallel to Isaac and Rebekah, and
Abraham and Sarah’s?

Dan sounds like the Hebrew for
“vindicated “or “judged”

Naphtali sounds like the Hebrew for
“wrestling”

Gad sounds like the Hebrew for “good
fortune.”

Asher sounds like the Hebrew for
“happy”

Issachar sounds like the Hebrew for
« 5 s »
wages” or “hire’



19 And Leah conceived again, and she bore Jacob a sixth son. 20
Then Leah said, “"God has endowed me with a good endowment;
now my husband will honor me, beca'use I have borne him six
sons.” So she called his name Zebulun. 21 Afterward she bore
a daughter and called her name Dinah.

22 Then God ?-)emembered Rachel, and God listened to her
and opened her womb. 23 She conceived and bore a son and
said, “qu has taken away my reproach.” 24 And she called his
name Joseph, saying, "May the LORD add to me another son!”

Jacob’s Prosperity

25 As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban,
“Send me away, that I may go to my own home and country.
26 Give me my wives and my children for whom I have served
you, that I may go, for you know the service that I have given
you.” 27 But Laban said to him, “If I have %und favor in your
sight, I have learned by divination that the LORD has blessed
me because of you. 28 Name your wages, and I will give it.”
29 Jacob said to him, “You yourself know how I have served
you, and how your livestock has fared with me. 30 For you had
little before I came, and it has increased abundantly, and the
LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. But now when shall
I provide for my own household also?” 31 He said, “What shall
I give you?"” Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you
will do this for me, I will again pasture your flock and keep it:
32 let me pass through all your flock today, removing from it
every speckled and spotted sheep and every black lamb, and
the spotted and speckled among the goats, and they shall be
my wages. 33 So my honesty will answer for me later, when
you come to look into my wages with you. Every one that is
not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among
the lambs, if found with me, shall be counted stolen.” 34 Laban
said, “"Good! Let it be as you have said.” 35 But that day Laban
removed the male goats that were striped and spotted, and all
the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one
that had white on it, and every lamb that was black, and put
them in the charge of his sons. 36 And he set a distance of three
days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob pastured
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Zebulun sounds like the Hebrew for
“honor”

Joseph means “May he add,” and sounds
like the Hebrew for “taken away.”

Motif: “blessed because of you;” This
harkens back to God’s statement in
Genesis 12:3 with regard to the divine
blessing.



the rest of Laban’s flock.

37 Then Jacob took fresh sticks of poplar and almond and
plane trees, and peeled white streaks in them, exposing the
white of the sticks. 38 He set the sticks that he had peeled in
front of the flocks in the troughs, that is, the watering places,
where the flocks came to drink. And since they bred when they
came to drink, 39 the flocks bred in front of the sticks and
so the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40
And Jacob separated the lambs and set the faces of the flocks
toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban. He
put his own droves apart and did not put them with Laban’s
flock. 41 Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding,
Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs before the eyes of the
flock, that they might breed among the sticks, 42 but for the
feebler of the flock he would not lay them there. So 'the feebler
would be Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 43 Thds the man
increased greatly and had large flocks, female servants and
male servants, and camels and donkeys.

Jacob Flees from Laban

31 Now Jacob heard that the sons of Laban were saying, “Jacob
has taken all that was our father’s, and from what was our
father’s he has gained all this wealth.” 2 And Jacob saw that
Laban did not regard him with favor as before. 3 Then the
LORD said to Jacob, “"Return to the land of your fathers and to
your kindred,%nd I will be with you.”

4 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where
his flock was 5 and said to them, “I see that your father does
not regard me with favor as he did before. B !t the God of my
father has been with me. 6 You know that I have served your
father with all my strength,7 yet your father has cheated me
and changed my wages ten times. But God did not permit him
to harm me. 8 If he said, ‘The spotted shall be your wages,’
then all the flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall
be your wages,’ then all the flock bore striped.9 Thus God has
taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me.
10 In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and
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Motif: Provision. Jacob experiences
blessing.

Motif: God did not permit him to harm
me.

Jacob’s statement, “But the God of my
father has been with me,” alludes back to
his vow at Bethel.



saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the flock were

striped, spotted, and mottled. 11 Then the angel of God said to

me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ 12 And he said, l
O'Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock O

are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all that Laban

is doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed

a pillar and made a vow to me. Now arise, go out from this land

and return to the land of your kindred.”” 14 Then Rachel and Leah

answered and said to him, “Is there any portion or inheritance

left to us in our father’s house? 15 Are we not regarded by him How does this passage compare and

as foreigners? For he has sold us, and he has indeed devoured @ fffet;?ifﬁacnﬁidGOd?Whatdoe“his

our money. 16 All the wealth that God has taken away from our

father belongs to us andéo@our children. Now then, whatever @ &anl;;iitthfg’gt:taﬂfzﬁtﬁifﬁz.%u

God has said to you, do.” “

are faithful to Your people and Your
promises. You never leave us or forsake
us, and Your plans and purposes cannot
be thwarted by anyone.

Recurring Motifs: blessed; God sees, I
am the God of Bethel.

17 So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels.
18 He drove away all his livestock, all his property that he had
gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in
Paddan-aram, to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 19
@Laban had gone to shear his sheep, a'nd Rachel stole her father’s
household gods. 20 And Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean, by
not telling him that he intended to flee. 21 He fled with all that @ ;Efl;.;rzolrdeczpﬁon’isathlem:nthis
“Tricked” literally means “stole the

he had and arose and crossed the Euphrates, and set his face heart” (ESV 31:20).
toward the hill country of Gilead.

22 When it was told Laban Gc))n the third day that Jacob had

fled, 23 he took his kinsmen with him and pursued him for seven

days alpd followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. @ ﬁg;eezia;in,eveeﬁi?;i;E;;Zi}elsf:;d
24 But God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream by night and wrongdoings.

said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good

or bad.”

25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent
in the hill country, and Laban with his kinsmen pitched tents in
the hill country of Gilead. 26 And Laban said to Jacob, “"What
have you done, that you have tricked me and driven away my
daughters like captives of the sword? 27 Why did you flee secretly
and trick me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent you
away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 28 And
why did you not permit me to kiss my sons and my daughters
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farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29 It is in my power
to do you harm. But the God of your father spoke to me last
night, saying, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either
good or bad.” 30 And now you have gone away because you
longed greatly for your father’s house, but why did you steal
my gods?” 31 Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I
was afraid, for I thought that you would take your daughters
from me by force. 32 Anyone with whom you find your gods
shall not live. In the presence of our kinsmen point out what I
have that is yours, and take it.” Now Jacob did not know that
Rachel had stolen them.

33 So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and
into the tent of the two female servants, but he did not find
them. And he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s.34

@Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them in the
camel’s saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent,
but did not find them. 35 And she said to her father, “Let not
my lord be angry that I cannot rise before you, for the way
of women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the
household gods.

36 Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said
to Laban, “"What is my offense? What is my sin, that you have
hotly pursued me? 37 For you have felt through all my goods;
what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here
before my kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they may decide
between us two. 38 These twenty years I have been with you.
Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I
have not eaten the rams of your flocks. 39 What was torn by
wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself.
From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen
by night. 40 There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and
the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41 These
twenty years I have been in your house. I served you fourteen
years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and
you have changed my wages ten times. 42 If the God of my
father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been
on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-
handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and
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What does this encounter reveal
about the household gods? How does
this humorously shed light on their
impotence?



rebuked you last night.”

43 Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters
are my daughters, the children are my children, the flocks are
my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this
day for these my daughters or for their children whom they
have borne? 44 Come now, let us make a covenant, yo7u and
I. And let it be a witness between you and me.” 45 So Jacob
took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46 And Jacob said to his
kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a
heap, and they ate there by the heap. 47 Laban called it Jegar-
sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed. 48 Laban said, “This
heap is a witness between you and me today.” Therefore he
named it Gale@d, 49 and Mizpah, for he said, "The LORD watch
between you and me, when we are out of one another’s sight.
50 If you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides
my daughters, although no one is with us, see, God is witness
between you and me.”

51 Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which
I have set between you and me. 52 This heap is a witness, and
the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you,
and you will n<7)t pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do
harm. 53 The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God
of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the Fear
of his father Isaac, 54 and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill
country and called his kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread
and spent the night in the hill country.

55 Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren
and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and
returned home.

Jacob Fears Esau

o
32 Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2

And when Jacob saw them he said, ;‘This is God’s camp!” So he
called the name of that place Mahanaim.

3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in
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What is significant about the stones?
@ “Tacob’s monotheistic faith is set
- alongside the polytheism of Laban” (ESV
Study Bible 31:45-46).

What do Galeed and Mizpah mean?
? Galeed means “witness heap,” and

Mizpah means “watchtower”

Why does Laban identify God as
? “the God of Abraham and the God of

Nahor”?

’ Parallel with Jacob’s experience at Bethel.

@ What does Mahanaim mean? Mahanaim

means, “Two camps.”



the land of Seir, the country of Edom, 4 instructing them, “Thus
you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I
have sojourned with Laban and stayed until now. 5 I have oxen,
donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have
sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your sight.”

6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to
your brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and there are
four hundred men with him.” 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid
and distressed. He divided the people who were with him, and
the flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, 8 thinking, “If
Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the camp that
is left will escape.”
2

9 And Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham and God of my
father Isaac, O LORD who said to me, ‘Return to your country
and to your kindred, that I may do you,good,’ 10 T am not
worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all
the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with
only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two
camps. 11 Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau, for I fear him, that he may come and attack
me, the mothers with the children. 12 But you said, ‘I will surely
do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea,
which cannot be numbered for multitude.”

13 So he stayed there that night, and from what he had with him
he took a present for his brother Esau, 14 two hundred female
goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty
rams, 15 thirty milking camels and their calves, forty cows and
ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16
These he handed over to his servants, every drove by itself,
and said to his servants, “"Pass on ahead of me and put a space
between drove and drove.” 17 He instructed the first, "When
Esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘To whom do you
belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of
you?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob.
They are a present sent to my lord Esau. And moreover, he is
behind us.” 19 He likewise instructed the second and the third
and all who followed the droves, “You shall say the same thing to
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What does the manner of Jacob’s
prayer and the way he addresses God
reveal about his trust in God and his
perception of God’s heart towards him?



Esau when you find him, 20 and you shall say, ‘Moreover, your
servant Jacob is behind us.” For he thought, "I may appease
him[c]with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I
shall see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.” 21 So the present
passed on ahead of him, and he himself stayed that night in the
camp.@

Jacob Wrestles with God

22 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two
female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of
the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream,
and everything else that he had. 24 And Jacob was left alone.
And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he
touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as
he wrestled with him. 26 Then h7e said, “"Let me go, for the day
has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you
bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “'What is your name?” And he
said, “Jacob.”28 Then he said, “Ygur name shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please
tell me your name.” But he said, "Why is it that you ask my
name?” And th?ere he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the name
of the place Péniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life has been delivered.” 31 The sun rose upon him
as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore
to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh
that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of
Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh.@

Jacob Meets Esau

33 And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau
was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the
children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants.
2 And he put the servants with their children in front, then
Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3 He
himself went on before them, bowing himself to the ground
seven times, until he came near to his brother.
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What do Jacob’s actions reveal about his
trust in God?

What does this reveal about Jacob’s
understanding and relationship with
God?

“The renaming of Jacob brings to a
climax a lifetime of struggling with
others. Through all of this, Jacob has
finally come to realize the importance of
being blessed by God. The events of the
preceding years have changed Jacob. The
God of his father has now become his
God” (ESV Study Bible 32:28).

What does Peniel mean? Peniel means
“face of God”

What is significant about Jacob’s injury?
Why is this encounter so significant for
the people of Israel?



4 But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his
neck and kissed him, and they wept. 5 And when Esau lifted
up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, "“Who
are these with you?” Jacob said, “"The children whom God has
graciously given your servant.” 6 Then the servants drew near,
they and their children, and bowed down. 7 Leah likewise and
her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and
Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8 Esau said, “"What
do you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered,
“To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have
enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10
Jacob said, “No, please, if I have founq favor in your sight, then
accept my present from my hand. For I have seen your face,
which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me.
11 Please accept my blessing that is brought to you, because
God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.”
Thus he urged him, and he took it.

12 Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go
ahead of you.” 13 But Jacob said to him, "My lord knows that
the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds are
a care to me. If they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks
will die. 14 Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will
lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are ahead of me
and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.”

15 So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people
who are with me.” But he said, "What need is there? Let me find
favor in the sight of my lord.” 16 So Esau returned that day on
his way to Seir. 17 But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built
himself a house and made booths for his livestock. Therefore
the name of the place is called Succoth.
|

18 And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is
in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-aram, and
he camped before the city. 19 And from the sons of Hamor,
Shechem'’s father, he bought for a hundred pieces of money
the piece of Iand on which he had pltched his tent. 20 There he
erected an altar and called it El- EIohe-IsraeI
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Parallel with his encounter with God.

Motif: arriving safely

El-Elohe-Israel means, “God, the God of
Israel” How does this reveal the change
in Israels relationship with God?

Gen. 17:7-8
...And I will be their God.

John 20:17

...but go to my brothers and say to
them, Tam ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.”



The Defiling of Dinah

34 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to
Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. 2 And when
Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land,
saw her, he seized her and lay with her and humiliated her.
3 And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob.
He loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4 So
Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “"Get me this girl
for my wife.”

5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But
his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his
peace until they came. 6 And Hamor the father of Shechem
went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7 The sons of Jacob had
come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the
men were indignant and very angry, because he had done an
outrageous thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, for
such a thing must not be done.

8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “"The soul of my son
Shechem longs for your daughter. Please give her to him to be
his wife. 9 Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us,
and take our daughters for yourselves. 10 You shall dwell with
us, and the land shall be open to you. Dwell and trade in it,
and get property in it.” 11 Shechem also said to her father and
to her brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever
you say to me I will give. 12 Ask me for as great a bride-price
and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me.
Only give me the young woman to be my wife.”

13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor
CDdeceitfully, because he had defiled their sister Dinah. 14 They
said to them, “"We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to
one who is uncircumcised, for that would be a disgrace to us.
15 Only on this condition will we agree with you—that you will
become as we are by every male among you being circumcised.
16 Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take
your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and
become one people. 17 But if you will not listen to us and be
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circumcised, then we will take our daughter, and we will be
gone.”

18 Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor’s son Shechem. 19
And the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he
delighted in Jacob’s daughter. Now he was the most honored
of all his father’s house. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem
came to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their
city, saying, 21 “These men are at peace with us; let them
dwell in the land and trade in it, for behold, the land is large
enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let
us give them our daughters. 22 Only on this condition will the
men agree to dwell with us to become one people—when every
male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 23 Will
not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours?
Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us.” 24
And all who went out of the gate of his city listened to Hamor
and his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who
went out of the gate of his city.

25 !On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons
of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their swords
and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the
males. 26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the
sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away.
27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the
city, because they had defiled their sister. 28 They took their
flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in
the city and in the field. 29 All their wealth, all their little ones
and their wives, all that was in the houses, they captured and
pIundered.@

30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought
trouble on me by making me stink to the inhabitants of the
land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. My numbers are few,
and if they gather themselves against me and attack me, I
shall be destroyed, both I and my household.” 31 But they
said, “Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?”
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being mentioned in this story?



God Blesses and Renames Jacob

35 God said} to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there.
Make an altar there to the God ?who appeared to you when you
fled from your brother Esau.” 2°So Jacob said to his household
and to all who were with him, "Put away the foreign gods that are
among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. 3
Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there
an altar to the God who answers me in the day of my distress
and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave
to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that
were in their ears. Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree that
was near Shechem.

5 And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities
that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of
Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the
land of Canaan, he and all the people who were Y ith him, 7 and
there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because
there God had 7revealed himself to him when he fled from his
brother. 8 And Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was
buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-
bacuth.

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-
aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name
is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel
shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God
said to him, “I gm God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply.
A nation and a company of nations shall come from you,
and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that
I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give
the land to your offspring after you.” 13 Then God went up
from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14 And
Jacob set up a piIIar‘?in the place where he had spoken with him,
a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured
oil on it. 15 So Jacob called the name of the place where God
had spoken with him Bethel.
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What does Jacob’s command to put away
foreign gods and for them to purify
themselves reveal about Jacob and his
family’s commitment to God? How does
this speak to the original audience?

What does it mean? El-bethel means,
“God of Bethel

Why is Deborah mentioned all of a
sudden? Why would the author make a
note of her death? (Allon-bacuth means
“oak of weeping”). It seems remarkable
that she is so lovingly mentioned, and
not overlooked in the story.

What is the significance of the drink
offering and oil?



The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

16 Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some

distance from Ephrath, Rachel went into labor, and she had hard

labor. 17 And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said @ Z\fnﬁfrﬁss?i%?ﬁi?ttﬁgZfet?lizfehgctie

to her, “Do not fear, for you have another son.” 18 And as her e b TS\ St b
Psoul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name 3318
@Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So Rachel died, @ e e ot b

and she was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), means “son of my strength.

20 and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is the pillar of

Rachel’s tomb, which is there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on

and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.

22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with @ A S

Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Israel heard of it. consequences?

O]

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23 The sons of Leah:

Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and

Zebulun. 24 The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.25 The

sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26 The sons

of Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad and Asher. These were the sons

of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

27 And Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kiriath-arba
(that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28
Now the days of Isaac were 180 years. 29 And Isaac breathed
his last, and he died and was gathered to his people, old and full
of days. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Esau’s Descendants
0]
36 These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau @ Generations mark the transition to the
took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon next part of the story,
the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter[a]
of Zibeon the Hivite, 3 and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the
sister of Nebaioth.4 And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath
bore Reuel; 5 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of
Canaan.
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6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the
members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts, and all
his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went
into a land away from his brother Jacob. 7 For their possessions
were too great for them to dwell together. The land of their

CDsojournings could not support them because of their livestock.
8 So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.)

9 These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites
in the hill country of Seir.10 These are the names of Esau’s
sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of
Basemath the wife of Esau. 11 The sons of Eliphaz were Teman,
Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 (Timna was a concubine
of Eliphaz, Esau’s son; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are
the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 These are the sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the sons of
Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14 These are the sons of Oholibamah the
daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore
to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

15 These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz
the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16
Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the
land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17 These are the sons
of Reuel, Esau’s son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and
Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these
are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 18 These are the sons
of Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah;
these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah,
Esau’s wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and
these are their chiefs.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of
the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21 Dishon, Ezer, and
Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in
the land of Edom. 22 The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam;
and Lotan’s sister was Timna.23 These are the sons of Shobal:
Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 These are the
sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who found the
hot springs in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of
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Zibeon his father. 25 These are the children of Anah: Dishon
and Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26 These are the sons of
Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 27 These are the
sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28 These are the sons
of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These are the chiefs of the Horites:
the chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30 Dishon, Ezer, and
Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the
land of Seir.
@

31 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before
any king reigned over the Israelites. 32 Bela the son of Beor
reigned in Edom, the name of his city being Dinhabah.33 Bela
died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place.
34 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned
in his place. 35 Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who
defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place,
the name of his city being Avith. 36 Hadad died, and Samlah
of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37 Samlah died, and Shaul of
Rehoboth on the Euphrates reigned in his place. 38 Shaul died,
and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39 Baal-
hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place,
the name of his city being Pau; his wife’s name was Mehetabel,
the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

40 These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their
clans and their dwelling places, by their names: the chiefs Timna,
Alvah, Jetheth, 41 Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon,42 Kenaz, Teman,
Mibzar, 43 Magdiel, and Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom (that
is, Esau, the father of Edom), according to their dwelling places
in the land of their possession.!
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Why is this mentioned? Is this meant to
serve as a reflection of the promised line
of kings through Israel in comparison
to Esau?

Parallels with Ishmael in that Esau
becomes a great people, but not the
people through whom God establishes
his eternal covenant.



